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CELLIST

Cellist stealsand sharesthe showat the Arlington
JOSEFWOODARD - - SanteBarbaraNewsPress- Novemberl5,2005

It wasanothemweekendwith the SantaBarbaraSymphonywith anotherpromising and eageryoung contenderat the
podium.ThesearcHor anewconductotto fill Gisdle Ben-Dor'sspot continuesinto its secondseasorof transition.The
latestauditioningcandidatavasDanielMeyer,a residentconductorof the PittsburghSymphonyandthe newly appointed
musicdirectorof North Carolina'sAsheville SymphonyOrchestra.

Onthe evidenceof Sundayafternoon'ssymphonyconcertat the Arlington Theatre Mr. Meyerexudesearnedconfidence
andclarity from the podium, without excessor apparentjuirks. He deliveredthe goodsreliably in a programframedby
repertoirepillars of MozartandDvorak, arounda potent ShostakovichcenterpieceOur symphonyrespondedn mostly
fine form, no doubtacclimatedby now to the musicalchairsgameof transienttonductorsat the helm.

Beyondmattersof second-guessinipe candidate'$ob suitability, though the realmagicof this concertvastheresultof a

palpablemusical accord betweenconductor,orchestraand cello soloist Zuill Bailey. The subjectwas Shostakovich's
strangelygripping Cello ConcertdNo. 1. SantaBarbarahasbeenreelingin Shostakovichately, we'rehappyto report,

just in time for a large-scalere-evaluationof the great Russian composer's20th century music. His epic Seventh
Symphonygconductedy Ms. Ben-Dorin May, wasthe highlight of last seasonandthe Cello Concertois a goodearly

betasoneof the currentseason'siigh points.

A brisk andbeefyreadingof Mozart's"Don Giovanni" overtureservedas the on-rampto the ShostakovichConcerto,
writtenin 1959for the greatcellist Mstislav RostropovichIn the outer movementsthe concertoteemswith the restless
vigor so centralto the composer'signaturestyle. Romanticinstinctsareburnishedandroughed-upby subtle Modernist
brushwork,andthe music maintainsa delicatebalancebetweemmelodicismand"difficult” musicalnotions.

This is agreatshowpiecdor a cellist, andnot only in termsof grandstandingyrotechnics- althoughthat's part of the
fabric,especiallyin the madflurries of the finale. More importantly, it's a concertodemandingsensitivity to its pining
tendernessandmeditativeairs, in the secondmovementandespeciallyoncethe spotlightfocuseson the soloistin the
"Cadenza."

Oneof this work'skey featuresthe Cadenzasectionis amovemenuntoitself. Its challengeo a soloist'smettleis that of

summoningup akind of musicaldreamstate,to impresswith introspectiorbeforethings grow suddenlyandincreasingly
manic, leadinginto the orchestralthroesof the Allegro. In this finale, percolatingenergiesand driving eighth notes
suggesmmarchingin dizzy,waveringpatternswith the cellist weavingcrazilyin the metricmaze.

Mr. Bailey beautifully conqueredhe score'smplicit challengesNow basedin El Paso,Texas,but anitinerantandin-
demandsoloist, the cellist seemedoarticularlyenvelopedn the music, yet stoic. Sometimes he gazedoff distractedly
while playing, duly lost in the score.But, when the time came,he was also fully engagedin the orchestralsetting,
blendingthe elementsnakingup theidealorchestrasoloist. Afterward,spirits werejustly high onstageandMr. Bailey
generoushacknowledgedhe orchestraandhe huggedoth Mr. Meyerandlongtime principalcellist GeoffreyRutkowski.

After the alternatevisceralthrill andhushedenigmaof the Shostakovichthe program-- perhapsinevitably -- turned
anticlimactic.Post-intermissiorthe concertevertedto the symphonicromanticcomfortfoodof Dvorak'sSymphonyNo.
7, a solid opportunity for the orchestrato demonstratéts considerablewares.The violins hit a few rough spots, but
largely, the performancewas a rousing andexpressiveone, andthose weary of Dvorak were at least thankful that we
weren'tsubjectedo yet anotherencountewith his hit, the "New World Symphony."

Overall,the SantaBarbaraSymphony'rogramgavefurtherreasono expectthat the decision-makingprocessvon't be
aneasyoneonceit comestime to pick the newconductor.
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