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Pianist sells out 1st Denver appearance in 30 years
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Alfred Brendeldoesnot havethe magneic personalityor populistappealof cellist Yo-Yo Ma, who joinedthe
ColoradoSymphonyfor aspecialconcertTuesdayevening.

But what the 74-year-oldpianist lacksin star powerhe makesup for with depthof understandingind sheer
forceof expressiorthat few otherkeyboardartistscanmatch.

That becameclear Wednesdayevening,as Brendelmadehis first Denverappearancen 30 years,presentinga
sold-outrecitalin GatesConcertHall underthe auspiceof the Friendsof ChambeMusic.

Throughouthe programjt wasimpossiblenot to beawareof the pianist'samazingiechniqueBut hehadaway
of deflecting attention from such skills, making sure they were neveran end in themselvesdbut a meansto
communication.

Ratherthantradingin the sometime®asyshallownes®of pyrotechnicsandpizazz,Brendelcameoff asa kind
of font of musicalwisdom.If hewasn'tdeliveringthe musicaltruth, it surelywasamusicaltruth.

The programopenedwith Wolfgang AmadeusMozart's Nine Variationsin D major on a Minuet by J.P.
Duport, K. 573. Keepinghis approachsuitably clear,simple anddirect, Brendeldid not try to over-interpret
this unpretentiousvork.

ThencameRobertSchumann'SKreisleriana,"Op. 16, oneof the evening'shighlights. Many peopleknow this
piece,but this enthralling, multilayeredperformanceout a new faceon it, broadeningits scopeand giving it
enhancedveight.

In his handsjt wasanever-shifting,constantlycontrastingnusicalkaleidoscopewith fastsectiongplayedwith
almostmanic impetuousnesandslow sectionssuffusedwith compellingunease.



Parallelingthe VVariationson thefirst half, threeof Franz Schubert'sMomentsMusicaux,"D. 780, openedthe
seconchalf. Brendelgaverich dimensionto thesemusicalminiatures,jnvestingeachwith a surprisingemotional
wallop.

Roundingout the programwas a wonderfully distinctive, highly effectivetake on Ludwig van Beethoven's
SonataNo. 15in D major,Op. 28, "Pastoral.”
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