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Experienced Brendel reaches emotional center
BY ROB HUBBARD
Pioneer Press

While classicaludiencegsontinueto beseducedby youthandflamboyanceit's reassuringhat there'splenty of
interestin whatwisdomcanbegleanedrom a seasonee@lderlike Alfred Brendel. A 74-year-oldpianist with a
half-centuryperformingcareerbehindhim, Brendelis regardedas one of the most visceralof pianists,always
seekingthe emotionakenterof everywork heperforms.

And how welcomeit wasto seeBrendelselling out St. Paul'sOrdway Centerfor the closing concertof the
SchuberClub'sinternationalArtist SeriesTuesdaynight. What the appreciativecrowd receivedwas a stirring
solo recitalin which Brenckl actedas an experiencedjuide on a journey into works from the classicaland
romanticeras.

Offering his fifth SchubertClub recital— but first in 16 years— Brendelservedas an ideal exampleof what
insightscanbefoundby thosewho dispensewith the cerebralandtapdirectly into their heartsfor inspiration.

While the pianist'semotionalintelligence has clearly grown over the years, he's had a reputationfor being
arrestinglyintuitive eversinceheemergedsalargely self-taughtoloistin 1950'sAustria.

The first nuggetof wisdom offered by Brendelwas how different somethingcanlook when viewed from a
variety of perspectiveshis text for this lessonbeinga set of ninevariationsMozart wrote upon a minuetby
J.P.Duport.

Brendeltook its simplethemeandfoldedit into somesurprisingshapeseachcoloredoy adifferentmood.

But for takinga pieceto emotionakxtremesthe evening'shighlight wasRobertSchumann'sKreisleriana,"eight
moody movementshat rangefrom manicto melancloly. It provedtheidealwork for atour deforceby Brendel,
who hypnotizedwith his sorrowful slow movementbeforeeruptinginto frenziedfuries.

Similarly engrossingvas Schubert'SMomentsmusicaux,"althought's awork of far moresomberandreflective
tone.But, asonthe SchumannBrendelprovedafont of emotionalnsight.

Thenthe pianist tossedoff thesedark hueson an effervescenC-majorHaydnsonata.Smiling joyfully as he
played,Brendelseemedo welcomethe catharsisasif his soul was emergingfrom the difficult but rewarding
darknightof SchumanrandSchuberinto the brightsunshineof Haydn.
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