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Finding the Innocence in Experience
By BERNARD HOLLAND

Performancen its pureststatewould comeideally from small children, direct and unencumberedy second
thoughts.For adults studyandconsideratiorr the askingof the question"What doesthis mean?"- getin the
way. Interpretation,for lack of a better word, becomesdoth a necessarystep and an unfortunateloss of
innocencan thelivesof musiciansOnly afew find their way to innocenceegained.

Listeningto the pianistAlfred Brendelplay Schumann'sKreisleriana"at CarnegieHall on Thursdaynightwas
to heara greatrush of inspirationthat hadbeentakenapartpieceby piece,hadits every gestureveighedand
examined, and had then been put back together. The result was a studied spontaneity, thoughtful
thoughtlessnes#n asensethis wasSchumanmot playedbut consideredBut in the end,the powerof thinking
servedheheart.

It wasniceto hearMr. Brendelin suchgoodtechnicalform at age74. "Kreisleriana"is not an easypiece,and
Mr. Brendelwas its master.On Thursday,he surroundedhimself with the music he has spenta long life
examining. There were Mozart's "Duport” Variations, three of Schubert's"Moments musicaux" and the
BeethoveriPastoral’SonataSomemusiciansspreadtheir armsandembracethe world of composersOthers,
like Mr. Brendelchooseahandfulof friendsanddig deeplyinto their characters.

The Schuberitems, with their amiablesurfacesand sporadicglimpsesof terror, aresomeof the biggestlittle

pieceseverwritten. The Mozart mixes charmwith virtuoso complication.The Beethovenfinds music'sgreat
architectin the bestof moods.A black-and-whiteianistin his early years,Mr. Brendelhas discoveredoth

colorandtonein his later ones.The sound carrieseasily in this big hall. The differentiationof colorsin his
playingbecomestool asimportantascorrectrhythmandchoiceof tempo.
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