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Brendel performs on a higher plane
Tuesday, March 15, 2005
By PHILIPPA KIRALY

From a critic's angle, someconcerts(a very few) are a penancdo sit through,mostare well worth hearingand a
child'shandfulare sublime.

PianistAlfred Brendel'srecitalat BenaroyaHall Sundayafternoorwassublime.

Eatyour heartsout, young performersthosewho think they must appearin red satin shirts or sequinedgowns,and
fussattheinstrumentwith wavingarmsor tossedocks; thosewho think they mustmaketheir personalitiegelt.

Brendelwearsa plain suit. He walksout on stage-- slightly bentasthoughhis back hurtshim -- and sits down; and
the applausenadbetterstopright thenbecausée beginsto play immediately.

At thatpoint, Brendelthe personfadesnearlyto the vanishingpoint. Oh, he is visible, all right, sitting quietly, his
handsrippling easily over the keys, his attentionseeminglyon a far corner of the stageceiling away from the
audienceBut Brendelcompelsattentionto the music,not himself.

Presentedy the SeattleSymphony,he performedthreeworks constitutingmany componentsof differing mood:
Mozart'sNine Variationsin D majoron a Minuetby J.P.Duport, Schumann'$Kreisleriana“with its eight variations,
andSchubert'six "Momentsmusicaux."He finishedwith Haydn'sSonatan C Major, Hob.XVI:48.

Brendeleasily could havebeenplaying threedifferent pianos.For Mozart and Haydn, both of whoseworks were
composedn 1789,thedifferencebetweenegatoandarticulatednoteswasclear but notemphasizedOne wasso fluid
and creamyit washard to rememberthe piano is a percussioninstrument,and the other so light and even,
quicksilver,thathe seemedardlyto touchthe keys.It waspuremust to the ear: eloquent,profoundor carefreeby
turn.

In Schumann'svork of half a century later -- during which the piano evolved rapidly to a much more powerful
instrument-- a cheerfulabundanceof notessoundeceasyand relaxed,introspectivehere,exhilaratingthere;while
BrendelprovidedSchubert'smallgemswith momentsof musing,dramaandBach-likeorderliness.

An almost capacity audiencelistened with respectand acclaim. The beauty of the two encores,a Schubert
impromptuandoneof Bach'schoralepreludesproughta lump to thethroat.Sublime,indeed.
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