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String music brings back memoriesof daysat MSU
By Ken Glickman
For the Lansing State Journal

Whenthe famedJuilliard String Quartetperforms at the Wharton Centeron Wednesdaysomepeople will
remembemwhenthe groupwasalmostlike family onthe MSU campus.

For nineyearsbeginningin the late 1970s,the quartethad a residencyat the Michigan StateUniversity School
of Music thatincludedregularconcertsat the then-Lecture-ConceBeriesandthe WhartonCenter.

"We feel like we'recominghomein away," saidJoelKrosnick, cellistwith the quartetsince1974."We loved
ouryearsat MSU."

The arrangementvas madeby then musicschoolchairmanJamesNiblock, who was a longtime friend of the
guartet'sfirst violinist andfounder,RobertMann.

Krosnick rememberghe meetingin a New York restaurant."Jim was impressedwith the Beethovenquartet
cyclewe just performedandthe musicalvitality we displayed, hesaid."He askeduswhat it would take for us
to havea long-term presenceon campus.We talked aboutit, andthen Jim put a phonecall in to (MSU
president)Clifton Wharton,andcamebackto the tableandsaidthat hecoulddoit.”

Krosnick rememberscoachingcellists and studentstring quartetswhile the MSU marching band rehearsed
outsidehis window. "Somethingyou wouldn't experiencein Manhattan,"he quipped.He also speaksabout

leavingthe musicschoolat the endof the day with Juilliard violist SamuelRhodesand stoppingby the baseball

field andwatchingMSU play.

A programcalled"Among Friends"was producedaboutthe MSU residencyby Bob Albers and WKAR-TV.
"My family watchest allthetime,"” Krosnicksaid.

"The MSU faculty wasenormouslywelcoming,"headded:'And becausef that, we felt the sky wasthe limit
in termsof whatwe coulddo."

Theresidencywasso successfuthat JosepHPolisi, presidenpf New York-basedluilliard, saidto the ensemble:
"l wantyou to dothe stuff you did at MSU for us hereat Juilliard."



Onevery popularprogramwashavingthree-hourehearsalspento the public. The studentshada rarechance
to seehow anensemblef virtuososlike the Juilliard worked together criticized eachother and conceptualized
musicalideas.The groupnow haspublic rehearsalsverymonthat Juilliard.

The quartetlooksdifferenttoday.Mann,the founder retiredafew yearsbackandwasreplacedoy thensecond
violinist JoelSmirnoff. Overthe 59-yearhistory of this award-winningensembletherehavebeenl 1 players.

But the style andsoundis muchthe same."We certainly haven'tchangedourposely but we havematuredas
musiciansandideashavechanged, Krosnick said.

It's easyto hearfor yourself. The grouphasmadeover 100 recordingsthe first onein 1949 It hasearnedour
Grammyawards.

Whenit wasformedin 1946,the Juilliard wasthe first American-borrandAmerican-trainedtringquartet.

From the beginning,the quartetwas known for its commitmentto playing musicof our day as well as fresh
interpretation®f the masterslt alsowasknown for a style that was strong,sometimesaucousandvibrant.
DuringaperformanceMannwould moveon his chairsovigorouslythat it seemedhemightfall off.

KrosnicksaidSmirnoffis similar. "Thereis no riskieror moredaringfirst violinist than Joel Smirnoff. He often
closeshis eyesandjust letsit rip. Anything canhappen.”

Eachmemberof the quartetis afaculty memberof the Juilliard School,but the quartetexistsindependentf the
school.lt performsabout60 concertsaayear.
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