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ALBENIZ

|IsaacAlbéniz's"Iberia" is one of the greatworks of musicalpictorialism,

an extendedseriesof 12 musical evocationsof the Spanishcomposer's
homelanddonein virtuosostyle. And asthis compulsivelylistenablenew

CD demonstratesMarc-André Hamelin -- the restlessly adventurous
pianistwho will returnto HerbstTheatreon Friday night to performthe

entire set under the aegisof San FranciscoPerformances- is just the

musicianto illuminate the work's diversestrands.On the one hand,there
are the beautiful, endlessly varied reminiscencesof Spanish musical

tradition, including a multiplicity of dance forms, song types and

instrumentalmimicry, and Hamelin capturesthesewith a loving touch.

But at the same time, "lIberia" is a fiercely demanding showpiece,
especiallyin the later books, and Hamelin hasthe virtuoso techniqueto

render even the most difficult passagescleanly and with unfussy
precision.Takentogetherthe resultis a superbperformancethat brings

out all the music'sverveandbrilliance while still getting at the emotional
resonancavithin.
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